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NOTE 

An improved street system with greater parking facilities provided are the 

main objectives in the proposed plans for the business dis~rict. • ,; • The 
widening and extending of existing streets and the creation of hollow-
square" parking areas are the means recommended. . The scheme _for 
the civic centef as prepared in collaboration with the Territorial Planning 
Board places emphasis on two of Honolulu's major interests-the palace 
and the water front . ... With park development to enhance them, each 
serves as a focal paint or terminal feature for the extension of Mililani 
Street-which in its mauka-makai direction take full advantage of the trade 
winds .. . . The grouping of the buildings is based on a functional arrange-
ment and creates sub-centers of specific activity and control. • 
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I. INTRODUCTION : 

Of major import a~ ce in t he preparation o: the li~a,3ter ?lan 
for the cit :r of Fonolulu is t ts loc a tj_on a 1d relocation of tl':e 
11ub]_i c builc~_in.3s wit h re c;ard to t:te cit y as & whola . In ceneral 
it nay be s a i d tL/ .. t 1molic bullclinc:"1 s 1--t0t: ld -iJe J;>L:..cecl naturally , 
that t :1.ey rau st bE.- in & scale and · :1r oJ;m•·i,:1. on h&r:..:cnious with the 
city and be inte e,ral parts of it , tLLt t::ey are ::.ever so fine as 
when P~ol·erlv DlL ced as to ~telr natural su~ro~n~in~ s . - u u 

nA city 5_L '-~~ .,1.ster ... c, l e : :r•:r c:,s2io1- c~:n.L)t "Nell be considered 
apart fro m its ~JUbl::.c buJ..ld.:i.:r .::.,s -'.:r-,c.mse __ ts c.cti-ve life is so 
close ly bounc. U:'.:' ritr_ t :1e rn , COJ1'!8l'SEd.::, -i:;~:e ~F'JJ0ct of :public build -
incs canno t te -~ Teated ·,;it '· o1.~t :rGfs:,·encr.i to the~ ci ~y . G-reut c.is-
tinctio 1 is .; ivcn to a c.it:,r by ~.,ubLi..c 1.)"_;_:;_1,:;_ir::_:::s , its si r;nii'icclnce, 
however , is extreneJ.y vuriable ;:rnth _;_n :itc n,._: tu1°e nncl i t:-3 g_u c. lity . n 
- - Ed.y,-ar-cl Bennet, ii:?ubli c J uildinc,s c,nd Q,uas:>Pibl j_c Buildincsa 

II , LO CL.:I'ICl; O:i:' H.TlLIC :2tI E.i1"J I'1G3 : (Civic Ce11ter) 

In its 3tt1.dy to a.ete:rnine th'3 most l ogical anC.. useful l)lun 
and location for Hono L1lu 1 s Civic CGnter and to ~:irovide sufficient 
ar..-3a for f11.t1.,1-re lrtJ.blic Hi.id legi slative bli.ild ing sites ,. tha City 
Plarmin,:: C0rn111:Lssion has talccn t he follow:~ng fe ctors ir..to cons i dora-• 
tion : 

1 . LariC::. use · - - t hat is , the troj1c-:. of axl.)ansio n of business and 
:tndustry , as well as e;overnn0nt Hnc. others . 

2. FoJulation tr~nds . 

3 . Cto.:nce s a nd tre nc. s in t:r Lnsl)or t a·c i on f ac ili ti(, s for movinc_; 
people ano. co ,r;,mocd.tie s . 

4 . Fres0nt anc1 futurG vehicula r tr affic d.0 :-110.:nds . 

The Gff e c t of the l and use a~1d che1.r a cter of surroti.ndinc; areas 
tio.:pon tho f:.rnctions and aesthetic s of t he Civ i c Ce n ter o.8w.do~1 • · 

l11Bn t, and convorsE:l y tho offG ct of t:1e lo cat ion arici. ·C'un ct ion 
of the _C :Lvic Cente r u:pon tho suTroundinG Gr eus , 

All of· th0sEJ factors mu st bG judscd by s ot1.nd c co~1.on:ic rea.scnir:.c; -,:;c; 
ir:.su 1·e th{; r,uccc sc of any cho sen }.)l an • 

.1l'Le sito .o:!' -c. ::_1ub li.c bu:I.1C.1nc;.s :~-.u.a-'s b 1 suc~1 tl·:G.t it will 
not l ie :I.n tl~G i rn,1cdiatc ratl-. of the 1"oXl>c .. r:::sion o.f businsss OT 
industrial uctiv:Ltie;;; or J_f 3 0 tlu ... t it will·•_,.~ - ~- .:-.' -~'i:::i.::i·~ , {··'::0 :,:J':'.)vcd 
in :point of view of 0.i.st ·,rics t.o m.c,ke i ts inte r fe r e;r:c o r:.3;:::;'..:..i,_) .. b le, .: 

Su.\"Orcl H. Benret , 11 :i:-ublic Buil<.~ir1~s anC. Q,ubsi--?u1:.lic B't.::ilc\:i..r..~ s:: 

-:i:lie u s o of t ~-o lcmd stuc.iies as outlined ha·v8 beE:.n £,J):1licd 
to tho JJI'O ble n oi' cl1ocsL1e t1:~c Ci vie Cente :c site -i1i t ll further 



consideration beinc, c iven to certain characteristic s ad.vocatea. by 
men well versed i n Jity Plannine; . These chur &cteris tics follow ~ 

1 . The Civic Center site should. be larc;e enou e;h to allow for t ho 
croup i nc of F edera l, Territ orial, City und County and oth er 
public or s emi-rubli c building s . Thi s is a Qeslrable groupinc 
as it promotes efficient; and coopera tive function of distinct 
gov8rnme r~t, a c;enc i e s , it })r ov i c.e s mo:r·e ~.e ne r nl ac ce ssi bili t y to 
the :public, a nd enhances t he arch it e ct urrt l si c;nif icance of t he 
who le. 

2 . The Ci v :i. c Je nter site should rirovicle suff icient a rea to accom-
ri1oc1at e o.dei.i tion~, 1 bu i l d.inc-. s or bu i ht.ine; e x:pans ion a s t h8 Terri -
tor .La l 0ro v1t h s ~•.ou l d C. i -:;t c t e . 

0 . The Civ i c Cer ... t e.l~ Pl c1n s ~ .. __._ 11 no t be su c r1 tha t i t , ·ri ll prevent 
the best use an~c e x·nuns :i.cn o.:· tll6 l and. 0.re, as imne cU a tely 
ad jacent , 

4 . The si t e should be ce ntr r< lly loc a te d , conven i ent to the ma.in 
comr1erc i al mid bus L 1o ss tist rict s , s e r vecl ade q_u a tely by t h e 
va rious types of tran s J;iort a t i on o.nd well i n t e s rated \: ith tho 
street s ysto~ of tho c i t y . 

5 . The l a nd cho s8n f or tto clGve lo]?ment of t h€) 'Jivic Ce nt ur s hould 
all come uncle r :,over nr.£ ::.t control in the e arly stasc s of de-
velo:pment. Fa i lure to t hu s a cquir G t l:.a land -v;ould forec ast 
t he failure of the schene. This f n iluro V'ou ld be caused by the 
incre ase in value of t he pro:,o sGcl lane. .J.r ea due to i m:)rove-
ment s construct eel by indiv idu a l ovmors, wh i ch would. nuke t h o 
cost of the l a nd pro h ib i t l ve, t here by forci n0 thG various 
c;overnra.:mt a co11 i e s t o abanc1.. on t hu plan before its cone lus ion , 
and. thus pr e venti n6 thG complci tior_ oi' a cent r a lized Civic 
Gen t Eir ucvolopm0nt . 

•J:hc se char o.c t cr istics hav0 bocn 0ii-en d.u o consid.0r a tion bJ 
t he CH:r Plm nine:: Co:::u-.1.i ssi on i n its stucly of ths most f3 sible and. 
desirablo lo cation f or Honolu lu's Civ ic CE:mtor . I'h i s locs tion is 
:planned to i nclua. o a ll t he necessary J:P e d.oral, T0rritorial , Ci t y 
and County o.nd k i nc.~:re d im::;or tant public and s omi - r ublic built ings . 

III . ?RO POSED JIVIC CElifTER: 

Th0 City Planning Comnission recornr:,enc1s tha t t h e area 
bounded by Richards Str~e t, Beretsnia Street, Emma Street, Kukui 
Street, Fort Street, propose d Vi1cya rd Street Artorial, lusitbna 
Street , .b.la}?u i Street, South Street, Kav1aiah o Street, }iission Lane , 
Quc3n Str6et, a nd Punchbowl Str.3et, as t he lo cation for Honolulu's 
Civic C0nter . This p l an inco r :por s. te s t he suc;:: .e s t od l) l an of the 
Territorial Plannin;-: Bou rd. in its s t ud y on t :10 · "Ex0 cuti ve-Le c;isla-
ti vo Q,uarters - Civic C0nter, ·.Ji '::y of Honolulu, Publicati on 10 , 
J·anuary 194111 , with n.odifico.t1on to includo ac:ditionnl nrG a. s to 
proviclEJ for needed of f-stre Gt l)ar king an:". o llo·.'1 f or tl!e f u. i:iu re 
expansion of public ar~d sc mi --public ne.e,ds t o ucet the clG .:10.11 c~s of 
this fa st s rm::iJ:16 c or.1r.iun :.. ty. 



The Territorial Planning Board report for future :public und 
le cl slative build.inc;s as outlined in ( Publication No . 10) :points 
out the fact that in p l annL1g Honolulu's 8i vie Center it i s 6.eslr -
able to consider the ::pre servation of histor i c landmarks . 

· ... he C:ity ?lannin.~~ CoLmlission's sn c~c.ested p lan for the Civi c 
Ce nte r is based on t LG follovrL1::.; reasons: 

1 . ?h0 site as ::proposed embra ces t ho pre.sent Civic Center which 
~s n rart of Honolulu t.1nd Hawaii that is :picture sque, beauti-
ful , c.nc'; ex11ressive of rmich t:_at has cone bsfore . This cente r 
s hould be :;'.)resarved and a dd0c7. to, r Ltl·_er tho.n abandoned. 

TLe builclinc s o:Z' \7hi c11 t he r)re sent Ci vic Genter is co nrposed 
are ::,s follorvs : 

Ioldni :Fulace 
Jud.iciury Build.inc { _tliiolani HG. le ) 

- City Hall 
?ost Office 
Territorial Boord of Health 
l1ax Office Buildinc 
Library of Hawaii 
Ar chives 

In addition to t hese buildL1gs there are several semi-public 
and his tori c bui..ldin.:., s tl~at Rd.d to t he infort16.l and 1')ictures cw0 
J)lo.n of our Civic Center. This rn.alrns ou:;_· :,rou:pin13 of :public 
buildinGS in the Civ i c Cent0r difforont and unigµe in cora_po.ri-
son 1• ith those of any and all states of t :te Union . Tho Civ ic 
Cont EJr clevelo:pm0n t 1/r o:posc,cl ~-n this ::.>lan :-,_,re serves cbfini te ly 
the l1istoric nnc' .. emb:'...c..m...:.t.ic 0 , i f ices of fcr::1cr ~Imrnii. The 
b 1..1. ild i nr,s of t :1 is t:i,,~·>c t Lat co.a.tributG so much to thEJ infornal 
char8.cter o: t ~1G :pro :-.:1oscd d.evolo :rn-:-;enc arc : 

Kawaiahao Church 
Mis sion bt:ildin'.3s 
l5ss ion r.:u:i.ori'' l 
I olani Ba rracks 

Includ.ed in th-..: Cit y Fl m1nine Commission' s :plan for e:;:1x-1nsion 
WO-u.ld be : 

't"Jaohington Plo.ce ( hor.10 o ~ thG 6overnor) 
St. Andrmrvs Cathodra l 
Central Int:srr,1.ed.iat0 ( for mer hon,3 of Princess Ruth ) 
Q.ucen' s Hos:pi t a l 

I'he r apic1i t y of crmvt h and. t h e continuous e xpansion of 
ot:tr '11err i tory demands t:1a-;; :;;rov j_,_q ion bo ·01r·.de -:or needed pub lie 
buila i ngs s1J.ch as : 

Legislativ8 o.nc~ Z:rn cutivo Builc7.in::; 
Auditor 
Tr0asur.e r 



Labor Board. 
?edaral Post Office (A~nex) 
Federal Court House (ne -w ) 
Depart~3nt of Public Instruction 
Public ~V'elfa.re and. Social Secu.rit~- Buildings 
City I-i:8. ll ~~nnex 

,.'.,_ll of tl:Lese buildinc s c u.n be located in t h e a rea recommended 
by the City PlanninG Cor;J1:1ission . 

2 . 7he site as ~ro}.)osed is centrally loca ted, convenient to the 
main cv·.rn1s rc -=r, l and business c..istricts . It i s served adeci~ate -
l y by v ·1rious t Y:..Je s of tr cns ror to. tion a:.1c:. · wel l integra te(l -with 
ths str Je t systar·1 01' t l",:, city of 1:onolulu, bcinG bounded by 
tl"ie Lmul;:a un( ,ilD~.-2.i cross-to\;n o.rtar.:..es, se rved by them, but not 
interfering , .i th t:1c 1J.nifo1,;-,1 flm of tro.ffi c . 

:;?t1.r t her, it :·,1u.st be borne in m:inC. th8.t t :1 e Central Busi -
ness District to::·eth0r- 1, _::' .. t:1 t:'e 1nd lStrlcal arsa at Iv'iloi 
re present s D.}_)prox i rnntely ;~5::i of the 1.l8':",G8S&ble tux val:} .. 8 of 
l a ne: and im}?rover:.1en-cs w:LthL1. tha City o.~ Honolulu. IIovin.::: the 
Civic Center ~ould create a void in the c reas of t he ~rese~ 
Civic Canter wl1i c h r,1J.c;ht endangr:ir t he v :1 luat:i.on of thi s im:;;:ior-
tant tax structurG . Ihis wot~ld. causs c1 c"'i.ec:tea.so in tax velua -
tiou in thG r:rosent :::ontra l Business aroa o:i:' the city , G.nd an 
increase of tax va lu ation in areas no11 clev:: loped for r<:::siden-
tial , hotel and apartment , and. industria l u so . By all m.snn s , 
let '...ls I)reserve ou:r existing Centr · 1 Bu.sine ss District :inc 
im:.c-irov0 it by IJrOJ:)Gr :plnnn.Ln6 o:2 c;ovcrn;::ient eind sc.mi--:pub li c 
builc..ings on its outskirts . noverblown a tte :--.::.l)ts of Ci7ic 
Greatness :iave bocome sicnals o: IT'L1nici:._1al b· nk:cuptcy11 --

Lewis r rurnforcl , 11 Whither Eono lulu? 0 

The present str3et s :rst 3m 1:1i ~bin the :;_)r oposed Hono lulu 
Civ i c Center is well integra ted to 9ffic i ently rnovo motor 
vehi.cl0 trai'fic end ns.ss trc:ms _portaticn :.f suffi cient a reas 
for off-strse t Jorldne nr0 ::,)rov i'5.ed wi th~Ln "!; he VE,r ious btlild-
in-s s ites . Thu elinin..ition of curb :[l&rk:ing -v•i ll :prc•v ido o.d. ci.i --
tionsl movinc truffle l c1nc s, which i:1ill h0l:v to r:.1ovc traff ic 
morv ro.:pjd.ly. In some casus it will bo necessary to plan for 
rou ting of ·craffic bE,cause of narro-u su bstantard straet fa c:l.li-
tie s . The routing of traffic and elir.1ino.tion of po.rkinc; c.t 
t hJ c-.:.r-b ·will provict.G increased mobility of VGhicul:::i.r tro.ffic , 
fraa :from the inconvenience of congestion and d0lay no~,1 e:x--
pcrier.e:crl by motorists (_;o ing to a nd fro,il t heir points of 6.3 s-
tinn t ion h1 ths centra l dmrn.town business district . It is 
:pro:pococi. to wic1en cort~.in streets wit hin t ho arE:;a :planned for 
Honoll<.lu I s Civic Cont er . 

3 . The pr o}Josed Honolulu Ji vi c Centi.: r ·,,J..an c100 s not set u::::i 2c 
b8rrier for the best USG Or ex1x1nsion of th.J 13. nd ad,jncer:.t to 
it; ccnvorselv, it oe:purc.tes t"Se Contr&l Distr i ct fro~ 
tho e ncroo. chm3nt of i nu1.:. 8tr i. 21 c1.cv,32..o:;;r:,1r, nt ~nc:. ot hs~ t Y:::lGS of 
buEiin-1ss . It is so loca t 0c1. c.s to eff'icL::.ntl.y serve th3 busines s 
area, the industrial 0.roo. , ant the votarfront without in any 
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-,.,ra~r,-h:in&c:ri:n. e, t:rn · smooth intcrchen ,--c o::' '\:.bv-t:;:cf1 .::.:Lt~1J. i't,l:Hrtions , 
and. will allow for business to continue to expand in the 
waikiki direction . 

4 . This -proJoscd Civic Jei1ter ::;:ilan provides s·u.fficient areas t'o 
accommodate ad~itior~a l building ex1x1nsion as the Territorial 
c;rowth dictctte s . T!:e )resent Ci vie Center, cons is tine of _pub -
lic and semi -public builQiDGS totals 76 . 23 a cres . The area 
proposed for ex~ansion totals 59 . 95 acres, or an increase of 
?8.Gr[, in adG.ition to the area now bein.2 used. This increase 
in area shouJ d vrell take care of th.e government building pro-
c,r,.:i.m f o:c tlle :, e (.r s to come . 

rv . G31\TERb DISGJSSI0?-1 CJ' ;-'RCPO ED PLAN: 

Perhaps one cf t:nG n" st neeC.cc1 ~:1uo l ic t·.lildins s in the or C:e r 
of priority 5.s tLe i.ccisJ . .::itj_vo -~~>.ecutive Bullti:1···. Tlie Territorial 
Planning Board yilan (?uhlic~tt ion 10, J ... muary 1941) :Jla.cecl tllis 
building in the Schuman Dlocl: ( boun6.ed h:· Richa:rc.s StreGt, Bere-
tania Street, I.Iill0r Street, .. nr.".. r:0t e 1 Street) • Thls site seems 
adequate, :provi(ed & po:.'tion of tte cd.,jc.cc~1t a rea ( 1u'111ory Block) 
bounded by }Iille r StrG3t, Beretcmia Straet, fun'.;hbowl St rest and 
Hotel Streat, is ac0.~ir,:ic1 for off-street :p.:i.rkin:.3 . This would 
11.3c3ssi tc. to the r ~mova l of tL.s Armory and in o.dC.i tion the tear ins 
6.own of exis t j_ng dvIJllin::s tllat are outmoded an 1 have no place 
within the ieart of the; city bcc ~usc of t heir usG and. unsic;.htlinoss . 
Undor this :plan , Iolani Barrac~s wou.ld remain and be used as a 
musoum. 

If this :proposed si tc is J•ouna. to be too small for t ;)B 
Exacutive-Lec,islativc Build.LL:, , then th0 Arr.1ory :Clock could be 
used for t:10 si ·t;e o:i.' th:i.s build.int u.nd the Schur.1<.1n Block set asic".G 
for off-str6et :;_:iarking . Surcsly, the Arnory Block is not too small 
to house t ~10 Exccutive-Loc;islo. tive Buildin_:; . The inform&.l }?lcJ.n of 
the :prese nt Civic Center is cstab lish sd., and should bG stressGa. and 
ke J t in fl tropical mode, r athe r than a formal stereot ypc plan as 
is so often seen being udoptcd . 

A well planned. Executive Buil0. ing constructed and. pro:;?erly 
landsco.IJotl on either of thGse, tuo sites v10ulcl f a. 11 naturally into 
the informal scheme . 

Th0 City Planning Comrn.ission in t J:1e ir re command.a ti on fer 
this proposed site desire to stross th0 O?inion that the De part-
raent of ?ublic Instruction be housed in the present CEmtral :Inter-
mediate School . Thls is sugcested llecause it is the be lief of the 
City Planning Coro.mission that th0 :present site o-: Central Inter-
mediat e as a school is hazardous for school children , as it is 
surr ou ndc:3d by four major streets , and hns no a6.equnte :playground . 
The school population now attending Central Itt 3rEc dh.1.te should be 
trans ferred to sctoo ls situated in moI·e conw;nlont a reas nncl wi th-
in clos8 pro xi mi ty to t ho hor.1es of the stu6.ent s . Th j_ s would save 
the Territory a. considera ble sum of noney. 
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Further consideration given to the pTeference of this pro~ 
Dosed site for Honolulu's Civic Center is·based on our belief thnt 
buildings like the City Ha ll, ?ost Office, Judiciary and Libr a ry 
are not apt to be moved .. uch beinc t he case, should not the ex-
pansion of fu tu.re c.;overnr,1ent buildinGs be so JJlanned and developed 
around these exist inc; builclings? This uould l~eep the government 
offices and agencies in close rola tionshi::-_:, to one another . To do 
otherwise would mean t he separating of these buildings . 

The estir.1ated cost for acqulrine; the additional 59 . 95 acres 
tou~ther ,.-,-ith exist ins im:provements totals approximately $6,270 , 000. 

'i'he novinc of the Civic Center woulcl n cessitate acqu1r1ns 
at least 70 acrGs of naw land, now clev0lo1Jec1 for either industrial 
and busin3 ss., l:.otGl and u:;_1n:..·t1:rnnt , or r s sidont ial use . .At the 
:;r0sent timo, in6.ustri:.:.1J. o.nd busines s :9rop0:rty is at a premium end 
expensive . ThGrE:Jfore, :it soenis rathsr :f~r fetchod. to argue that 
thare is chfsep land. avcdlablo in othe r nrcas proposed fol" the · 
Honolult'. Civic. Conter site. 1-Ln~r estimatf.; of cost at this time , 
based. on tax value, will be a ;u0ss at best, duo to the :present 
abnormal values of real estatE:. . The cost fo:..~ thG construction of 
buil6.inc;s that house t he varioun govcrnrnont de:partmcnts -would be 
tho samo whsre->Jcr the site night be. A;3ain, it liTOulC: bo well to 
ref lE.ct a nC: co ns icler the fa ct that vri th the ox:ps.ns ion of the Ci vi e 
Center as pro:posocl j_n this :ilan, tho governnen t V."OUld be improving 
t hG area by c1.em.o lishin3 o.ctE;rior2ted a."lo. outmoded buildine;s now 
occupying a laree portion of tho pro:posed site . Fu::'t her, th0 re -
loc& tion of th3 Civic Cer:ter v:ould necessit ate further expenditure 
of ri1oncy to replace e:xistinc gov0rnrn.ent buildings . It has been 
su -;gcsted that this rabuilding woul~ not tal:e plncc for a lon e; 
_period of time . This being tru.0 , it v:-ould be um:iso to scatte r the 
Civic CentiJr clurinc:; tha devolo:'.:)m..ent ;period, ad.Qinc: naterially to 
the difficultiGs of free tr 1:m saction o:t business by public offi -
cials , as well as c:;reatly inconveniencing th-3 public in its reln-
tions vri t h government officials , with no cuarantee of th6 ultimate 
consull.i.nati •)n of an· :plan, because of t he economics and cha nging 
public sE>n t ir:1ent invo lvod . The im:provc :i:t::.nt of this area by new 
governmental buildinc;s vdll b0 c.dvantae;oous to local governmBnt in 
tho prossrvation of the t a x structure and in aesth8tic development . 

V . PROPOSED CIVIC CENT~R FLANS : 

Several proposed plans for Honolulu's future Civic Center 
have been sucgested by the Postwar Plannin3 Division of the Terri -
torial De:part ruent of Public 'V[orlcs . "The Postwar Planning Ji vision 
of th3 Territorial Public ~'forks r?O.s crea ted by ths Governor this 
year unC::.2r the Eatmi i Defense Act for t he ::;>urpose of furnishinc; 
recornmondations , estirnnt0s, etc . for tho c,uidance of t he Le gi sla.-
ture in proviclinc n1:pro}?riations and :priorit ie:.s for rub lic vrorks 
~rojects, includine housinB accommod&tior. s for tto lcgislative-
s:x:e cu ti vc quarters c.nd other torritoTio.l a::;oncieri;, . t:emorandum--
( Honolulu Ci vie Center for £,.no.lysis - I3y Te:::-ri toria l Postwar Plan-
nine Division . ) V , 
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The City Planning Commission hes ~evim,ed tentative 
p lans as submitted by the Territorial PostvicF' Pl..:..nnln::, :O :cvision of 
:c he Territorial Public ·v,orks in their study of :i:.ru:rolulu I s f uGur·e 
Civic Center as :part of the Master Plan. A r.:1eeting between t he 
City Planninc:; Corunission , the Territor ia l Postwar Pla nning Division 
and re:presentati ves of the Chamber of CornrJ.erce was held in the 
Assembly Hall of the Cit y Hall on June 28 , 1044. At this meetine; 
t he chairnan of the Postwar Planning Division, Mr. Benjamin Rush, 
and representatives of his d ivision outl i ned :pro:posed plans for 
Honolulu's futur e Ci vie Center. 

The City Planninr; Commission believes t hat t he i r ]?ro:posed 
plan incor:poruting the :present Civic Center would serve a ll of the 
needs, conse rve wha t w-a have , a nd avoid a ver y l a rge expenditure of 
funds. 

The need for indus tr ial areas t oda y is cri tica l a11f any ]?lan 
that tends t o curt a il t he u se o f t ho :pre s ent zon0d a r e a would only 
lead to the furt he r zoninc of l a nd f or industri a l use tri thin areas 
now developed for residentia l use s. Furthe r, t he Army and Navy is 
gradually absorbing large are a s of i nd.us tr ial p:rorert y in the 
Kalihi-kai, Kapa.lama, and Kewalo are a s, and. t h is ha s crea ted a 
serious :problem. ThG Kalihi-ka i and KaD&lama industrial areas will 
be further handica:p~ ed if zoning for building heigh t i s enacted 
into law, by reason of t h o developme nt of Keehi Lagoon. 

Because of this, tha City Plannin0 Commission is a t present 
studying the need for possib le expansion of i ndustrial area waikiki 
of Piikoi Streo t. This area at the :present is va cant property and 
is zoned for hot61 a nd apartment use . 

Tho City Plannine; Commission is of t he o]?inion that the area 
in the KG walo section mo.lrn i of Ala Hoana betvme n Fort Ar mstrong 
and ·Kewalo Basin s hould be sst aside for governro nt a l i naustria l 
use, suc h a s tho inciner ators and t he :p ro J)osed sewage trEJ atrncnt 
plant. To d.0velo:p i t for other us e vrnuld be o conomica lly unsound, 
and mean t l10 disrupt ion of t r~e cit y 1 s z oning plan achieved after 
yea.rs of study. 

VI . CONCLUSION : 

The City Planning Commission i s of the opinion that the 
T6rritory and the City a nd County should cooperate to develop some-
thine that will have not only the cha rm of old Hawo.ii but t he dig-
nity and beauty which rightfully belonG to t h is ch ief outpost in 
the Pacific. It is believed this can bE-st be accom:plishe d by leav-
ing the :present Civic Center as it h : 1,·Jit h Iolon i Pala ce being con-
verted into an historical rel)osi tory as t he center. The: City PL:;n-
ninc Cornmiseion, a fter ccreful study of V3:rious l) l o.ns, recommends 
that Honolulu's future Civic Cont e r be loc a tGd in t h e area they 
have ii.1dicated. Th i s :plo.n v:ou ~d :pre,serve the hi sto:r ic cen tors of 
Honclulu m1d Hawe.ii and :p rovidu for the future ex:po.nsion in an 
informal m1ci :picture sg_ue des ign which will o. ccen tua te t hG tropical 
surroundinc;s of a ereater Honolulu . 
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;.-,:L o:t thf1 1):.~opos,.,c1 ':'e:-.ri-{:or_;_aJ., I'ed(.;r,,l ,tnd G::.ty &nd County 
1uLi..cLi.nc; e-x:;;er-sion wot:.ld. codply ·;,iti: & definite logical functionnl 
groupinc a8 ~uggeste.d by WIT. Joseph K~nesh in the Territorial 
Report {Bulletin 10) and outlined i11 the )?roriosed modified Civic 
Center plan of the City 1·lannin6 Cori1r:'!.ission . Sufficient land is 
available within this area . Land consisting of several blocks , 
which is becominc increasingly more ciffio~lt to acquire, must be 
owned or controlled by the Territory and/or City and County, before 
detailed planning can be done . 

The City Planninc; Commission will be glad to further dis-
cuss other plans, or details of this _plan , for tl:. e best interests 
of Honolulu anc Hawaii . 

To accomplish this end, t he City Planninc Commission is 
desirous of adopting a plan acceptable to the conmunity after a 
duly authorized public hearing in order tha t t he area may be zoned 
for that particular use and incorpo1~a ted. a s :part of Honolulu I s 
Master Plan . 

Approved : 
September 15 , 1944 . 

Subnitted by t he City Planning Commission 

J . Howard Ellis, Vice Chairman 

Georc;e K. Rought.ailing, Planning 
Engineer and Executive Secretary 
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